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Exercises can be done in any order. 

 

I. Complete the following sentences, adding between 10 and 25 words. Do not start a new 
sentence. (20 points) 

1. Following the Good Friday Agreement… 

2. Unlike backbenchers… 

3. Devolution in Wales has led to… 

4. While solicitors… 

5. Pursuant to the concept of stare decisis… 

 

II. Choose ONE of the following topics and write an essay in approximately 250 words (+/- 10%). 
(50 points) 

1) Should Britain have a written constitution?  

2) Comment on the notion of parliamentary sovereignty in the UK.  
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III. Read the following document and answer each of the questions below. (approximately ten 
lines/100 words for each question). Use your own words. DO NOT QUOTE DIRECTLY FROM 
THE TEXT. (30 points) 

Theresa May shelves plans to slash numbers in the House of Lords, claiming they need more 
'careful thought' 
Joe Watts, Tuesday 20 February 2018, The Independent, 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/theresa-may-house-lords-numbers-plans-u-turn-
debate-tories-peerages-a8220176.html 
 
Theresa May has shelved plans to slash numbers in the House of Lords, claiming they need more 
“careful thought” despite decades of debate about reform. 

Instead, the Prime Minister announced she will push a new group of Tories into the overcrowded 
chamber, while simultaneously claiming she is showing “restraint” with new appointments. 

She said she would not necessarily follow the convention of giving peerages to all retiring holders of 
high office – police chiefs, senior judges and cabinet ministers. 

But those demanding reform of the unelected chamber accused the Prime Minister of “ducking” her 
responsibility to push through change. 

Ms May’s retreat from more radical plans comes as her ministers prepare on Wednesday to try and 
convince Lords to pass her critical piece of Brexit legislation. 

Decades of attempts to reform the Lords have failed for political reasons, with a clear chance missed in 
2012 due to squabbling between Liberal Democrats and Tory MPs. 

As a result, the Lord Speaker’s Committee spent a year to October 2017 forming a plan to at least 
reduce the chamber’s size without the need to pass new laws – the idea being it would be easier for 
any PM to push through. 

The committee published a 40-page report recommending slashing the number of peers to 600 in a 
decade, limiting any peer’s term to 15 years and a new “two-out, one in” system to accelerate a 
reduction in size.   

But in a short section of a three-page letter to the committee published on Tuesday, Ms May said: “In 
my view the constitutional issues associated with the recommendations made by [the committee] ... 
require further careful thought and engagement, particularly with the House of Commons, before those 
steps can be progressed.” 

She focussed the rest of her letter on the report’s call for prime ministers to show “restraint” in 
appointing new peers, arguing that she had already done so up to now. 

Justifying her proposal to hand out further peerages, Ms May said: “Having nominated no political 
peers in the last Parliament – nor at dissolution as is normal practice – I am planning to propose a 
small list of new party political peers, which will be announced in the usual way in due course.” 

Ms May went on to say that for the remainder of the Parliament she would “continue with the restraint 
which I have exercised to date”. 

Her spokesman pointed out that numbers in the Lords had fallen on her watch from 812 to 792 already, 
thought this was due to retirements, deaths and two who have been removed for non-attendance. 
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Since entering Downing Street, Ms May has actually appointed more political peers, three in total, while 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has appointed one and the Lib Dems none. 

Ms May also said that party leaders should be encouraging older peers to retire, though Labour points 
out that the average age of its peers is older. 

While the Lord Speaker, Lord Fowler, said the PM’s response was positive and meant plans were still 
“on course”, Darren Hughes, chief executive of the Electoral Reform Society, was less impressed. 

He said: “There is a blatant contradiction in what the Prime Minister has said today. While we welcome 
her stated intention to reduce the size of the House of Lords, in reality she is merely paying lip service 
to the issue. 

A Labour spokesman said: “With this Conservative Government everything seems to be put off to some 
uncertain time in the future – Lords reform included. 

“As well as ending the hereditary principle for good, we ultimately want to see an elected second 
chamber but Theresa May has ducked giving a proper response.” 

Lib Dem MP Tom Brake said: “Theresa May had an opportunity to exert her authority and put some of 
the inactive peers to the sword, and reduce the size of the Lords. 

“Instead, she has shied away from battle, and allowed the situation to fester. No doubt, while she plans 
her next appointments to the Upper House.” 

Ministers will on Wednesday tentatively start the first stages of the EU (Withdrawal) Bill in the House of 
Lords, where the Tories do not have a majority, with peers from all sides pushing for amendments and 
Ms May on a tight schedule.  

Questions 

1. In your own words, explain the work and purpose of the Lord Speaker's Committee.  

2. What is Theresa May's position towards reducing numbers in the House of Lords,  

3. What do other party members think about it? 

	


