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Exercises can be done in any order.  
 

I. Complete the following sentences, adding between 10 and 25 words. Use only one sentence. 

(20 points) 

 

1. In order to become a judge… 

2. While the National Assembly for Wales… 

3. Unlike Crossbenchers… 

4. Until the Human Rights act 1998… 

5. Pursuant to the concept of stare decisis… 

 

II. Choose ONE of the following topics and write an essay in approximately 250 words (+/- 

10%). (50 points) 

 

1. Is the UK Constitution unwritten?  

2. How does the UK Parliament control the government, and the other way around? 

 



III. Read the following document and answer each of the questions below (approximately 10 

lines/100 words for EACH question). Use your own words. DO NOT QUOTE DIRECTLY 

FROM THE TEXT. (30 points in total) 

 

“Scotland cannot afford to become independent, says Jeremy Corbyn” 

Severin Carrell, Scotland editor, The Guardian, Friday 20 January 2017 

 

Jeremy Corbyn has goaded Nicola Sturgeon into an attack on his leadership of the Labour party 

after he claimed Scotland could not afford to become independent. Corbyn told an audience of 

Scottish Labour MSPs and activists in Glasgow that independence would be a serious mistake, and 

would lead to “turbocharged austerity and a glaring hole in the money required to fund essential 

services”. 

Referring to Scotland’s £15bn public spending deficit after the collapse in oil prices, Corbyn said on 

Friday the first minister was surrendering to Tory tax cuts and big business by refusing to raise 

Scottish income tax rates while cutting council funding. In an immediate retort on Twitter, Sturgeon 

said his claims were “rubbish”, adding that “if Corbyn wasn’t leading such a pitifully ineffective 

opposition, Tories wouldn’t be getting away with half of what they are”. 

Sturgeon had told MSPs on Thursday the decision on whether to stage a second independence 

referendum was now “looming” more than ever after Theresa May effectively quashed Sturgeon’s 

hopes of a special deal to allow Scotland continuing access to the EU single market. Their spat 

focuses attention on the reinvigorated battle over Scotland’s constitutional future, with Sturgeon 

fuelling expectations she is poised to call a fresh referendum on independence before the UK 

formally quits the European Union in 2019. 

Corbyn confirmed on Friday he supported calls from Scottish Labour leader Kezia Dugdale to 

restructure the UK on federal lines, increasing the decentralisation of power to devolved 

parliaments and regions, as an alternative to independence. He endorsed a call from his critic and 

previous opponent Gordon Brown, the former Labour prime minister, for the UK to return EU 

powers over farming, fisheries and social programmes to devolved parliaments. Scotland should 

also have power over VAT sales tax and employment rights after Brexit. 

Corbyn added that while Scotland had “the talent and ability to run its own affairs”, it would be 

financially calamitous, since so much economic power rested outside Scotland. He said its best 

option was to fight for overall reforms of the UK economy and constitution. “Brexit provides us 

with the chance [to] fix a rigged system that doesn’t work for the majority of people. It is pointless 

to repatriate powers and resources from so-called faceless bureaucrats in Brussels if they are locked 

away in Downing Street,” he said. 

“Labour’s mission in the 20th century was to redistribute wealth and reduce inequality. Our mission 

in the 21st century must build on that by also redistributing power, wealth and opportunity to every 

part of our regions and nations.” 

Labour hopes this new focus on a centre-left model of federalism, including the replacement of the 

House of Lords with an elected senate for the nations and regions, would win back hundreds of 

thousands of voters who have deserted to the SNP or the Tories in Scotland. Scottish voters are 

increasingly reluctant to back calls for a snap second independence referendum: only 34% of voters 

in a BMG poll for the Herald earlier this month backed one in the next year. And overall support for 

independence now is at about 45% – lower than the 53% peak immediately after the June EU 

referendum […]. 

QUESTIONS 

1. What are some of the issues over which Jeremy Corbyn and Nicola Sturgeon disagree? (10 

points) 

2. What are Labour’s plans for a post-Brexit UK and a post-Brexit Scotland? (10 points) 

3. Comment on the underlined sentences. (10 points) 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/nicola-sturgeon
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/labour
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/aug/24/scottish-finances-worsen-fall-oil-revenues-15bn-deficit
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15036062.Sturgeon_promises_to__save_Scotland_from_Brexit__after_talks_with_UK_Government_go_badly/?ref=mr&lp=10
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15036062.Sturgeon_promises_to__save_Scotland_from_Brexit__after_talks_with_UK_Government_go_badly/?ref=mr&lp=10
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jan/17/prime-minister-vows-to-put-final-brexit-deal-before-parliament
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jan/17/prime-minister-vows-to-put-final-brexit-deal-before-parliament
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/dec/07/scottish-labour-new-federal-state-unite-uk-after-brexit-kezia-dugdale-nicola-sturgeon
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/scotland

