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I/ Grammar  

Put the verbs in the correct tense (10 pts)  

Decades of cutbacks in public funding _________( to force) US universities and colleges to raise tuition fees 

dramatically. A single year's tuition at a public university often _____(to cost) over $15,000; at a private 

university, over $30,000; and at a private liberal arts college or an elite private university, over $40,000. This is 

all exclusive of living expenses, for which there ____( to be) almost no public support whatsoever. 

Combined with the cutbacks in loans and grants, this _____(to mean)  that the most intense undergraduate 

experience, at a private university or college with a relatively low student-staff ratio, is often ____________(to 

be inaccessible) to those American households on the 2012 median income of $51,017. Even tuition at a public 

university, traditionally the lowest for students attending in their home states, is becoming increasingly difficult 

to afford for middle-class families, let alone working-class ones. 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/income_wealth/cb13-165.html


 

II) Write the following numbers in words (4pts) 

1) 375,000 

2) £232.65 

3) 55% 

4) 661,270 

 

 

III/ Read the following text  

. UK graduates leave university with more debt than US peers  

April 28, 2016  

by: Gonzalo Viña, Public Policy Reporter 

Students in England graduate with higher debts, on average, than their peers in any other English-speaking 

country, including the US, according to research.  

A comparative study carried out by the Sutton Trust, a group that campaigns for greater social mobility, showed 

the poorest British students run up debts in excess of £50,000 after completing their degrees.  

But students do benefit from state-sponsored loans where repayments are linked to how much they subsequently 

earn.  

Students will typically face debts of £44,500 following the introduction of £9,000 tuition fees and loans for 

living expenses of at least £5,330, the Sutton Trust said.  

In the US, the greater generosity of college scholarship schemes at private non-profit universities, which include 

the Ivy League colleges, means that graduates — even after spending four years on campus instead of three as in 

England — will end up with debts of about £23,000. US student debt averages £29,000 at private for-profit 

universities. 

This week, government figures showed that young graduates are struggling to find work that matches their skills 

and that more than one in three are in low-skilled jobs. 

Sir Peter Lampl, chairman of the Sutton Trust, said young people should now think hard about whether it is 

worth going to university. 

“The cost of going to university has become so expensive that more young people should seriously consider 

higher-level apprenticeships, preferably to degree level,” he said.  

“By choosing this route they will earn while they learn, incur less debt and develop skills which are greatly 

valued in the workplace. We need more good apprenticeships to offer genuine alternatives to university 

degrees.” 

We need more good apprenticeships to offer genuine alternatives to university degrees 

Concerns have been growing about the soaring cost of student loans — which the IFS said in 2014 would leave 

graduates making repayments well into their 50s — as well as the size of the student loan book, which is 

expected to reach £330bn by 2044. 

https://www.ft.com/stream/authorsId/Q0ItR1Y1NDMyMQ==-QXV0aG9ycw==
https://www.ft.com/content/480d0ad6-0ba9-11e6-b0f1-61f222853ff3


While student debt may be higher for students in England, the debt is generally cheaper to service than in the 

US, the Sutton Trust found. Debt in England carries interest up to 3 per cent over inflation, much lower than in 

the US where it can exceed 6 per cent. Also, few US students apply for federal repayment holidays when they hit 

hard times. 

According to recent government figures, there are 4.6m student loans outstanding. About 1.9m former students 

are not making repayments because they do not earn enough. 

The Office for Budget Responsibility has said the government would be paying out loans worth almost £23bn by 

2020-21 in cash terms and getting £3.2bn in repayments. The long-term cost of loan write-offs is likely to be as 

a much as 25p for every £1 loaned, according to Treasury forecasts, lower than previous estimates of 45p for 

every £1. 

In the US, college costs have risen far faster than inflation and student debt doubled from $600bn in 2008 to 

more than $1.2tn by the end of 2015. That has made the cost of higher education a theme of the 2016 election 

campaign with Bernie Sanders, Hillary Clinton’s rival for the Democratic nomination, mobilising young voters 

with a pledge of free tuition at public colleges and universities.  

 

1/ Explain in one or two sentences the following words:  (8pts) 

To run up/ soaring cost / write offs/ a pledge      

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2/ Answer the following questions in your own words. (12pts) 

 

a) What are the differences between UK and US student loans? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

b) How many students are defaulting? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 



c) What are the alternatives to university, and why? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

   

 

 

 

 

III / Compare both graphs, make sure you write a well-structured text in 200 words (+/- 

10%) - with link words and paragraphs .(16 pts) 
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_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


